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Uslfctf desired to see the f«le perta«n*ng to th® CummUtee tor. 
enquire *nto death of shr* Subhas Chandra Bose. Our fUe No* 
25(4)/NGD (Vols 1 and II) is placed below* 
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^ • \ dated 1st July, 19S7 

your 'let terAaddrossed to the Prime Minister of 

\ ' 1 1 ' '•’■•' - '**• V". 

India regardifi^ the ashes of the late Subhas Chandra..^ 
Bose.' •■'• \ 


Yours faithfully, 


CJ.S. Mehta) , fJ<5 

DEPUTY, SECTARY TO THE GOVT. OF INDIA. 


Copy with a copy of the\etter referred to 
•forwarded to the Embassy of Inc^a, Tokyo. 


S. 1 (Lar|«). 

MFf— 1115 Gaoaral — (7i7 — (C- 1 J8i) — 4-2-57—700,000 fa*. 
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Discussed with ±rector ~EA. f 

4 I 

2, As long fis there are some people who genuinely believe 
that these ashes are not those of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boa 
it would be improper mid Inadvisable t or us to take charge of ^ 
them. At the same time, the fact that the Rankojl Temple and \ , 
this particular priest have so devotedly looked after the urn 


containing the ashes and Netaji 1 s other belongings for aiythese 
years shows their great affection and loyalty towards our ^ 

country and the memory of a great national hero. Such devoi ' 


deserves some recognition from us, Without in any way commit^ 


ting ourselves to the identity of the ashes, we could recompens 


f 


the Priest and the Temple by some nnnualgrant which would r 


be for the custody of these ashes but as a reward for their loft 

■ ' V 

standing loyalty to India. IWille formally the purpose of 


the grant would be in recognition of their services to our 

0* cA f i jf 

co mi t ry , , it would serve as some sort of compensation 

for the trouble they are taking in looking after the urn con 


;io^ 

- r 


taining the ashes, A payment for the custody of the urn itf J 
would be open to many objections but by‘ thus expressing our 
gratitude in tangible terms, we would earn the appreciation 


the Priest and the Temple and would also ensure that the urn 

' 

and other Indian property now lying in the Temple would be pro- 

j} 

perly looked after* 

8, Ail annual payment of ’Is# 6,000 seems to be sufficient 
this purpose. T Ve could, in the first instance, sanction it ^ 
a grant for 1967 and get it renewed every year, 

4. In view of the political importance of the subject, w* *■ 

i 

there would be an no difficulty in finding the funis for this 
purpose* It would be most unhappy development if due to some 
default on the part of these custodians of the urn or the Tempi 
authorities some damage is done to this urn or its contents 


and it is later on confirmed that the ashes are those of Netaji 
Hose. This annual expenditure will not be too much to pay \ 
order to ensure their safety. Pven if it finally transpires 
that the ashes are not genuine, still this amount would, in * 
way, he an excessive compensation -for the Priest's general - 
endliness towards India as shown in the devotion with which 
l,B “ 1 rt *>l r eil after the t'rn r\n<1 other property of Netaji. Howeve 


we rto not know which Mlnist. ould be able to provide ^Unds for 

# • . f ' • ^ , • 

I „ # 1 

such a purpose. The Ministry of Education, Cultural Department, 
might have some funds fortthe encouragement of friendship of India 


with other countries through cultural media, either directly or 
through tiio Indian Councilor Cultural Relations. Since such a 
gesture would definitely be conducive towards promoting Indo- 
.Japanese friendship, we could request itm Si that Ministry to let 
us know whether they could spare some funds for this purpose. 


Another source would be, the Ministry of Finance which -ml ght-have 


t 



Director (Finance) could kindly examine this suggestion and indi- 
cate whether it would be possible for us to get some funds from 
our own Ministry. 


(A* K*Damodaran) 
Dy. Secretary. 


Director - Finance. 
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Discussed with Director - RA. 

* r 

2i As long as thera are some people who genuinely believe 
that these ashes are not those of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
it would be improper and inadvisable for us to take charge 
of them. At the same time, the f act - that Hankoji Temple 
and the& part ieular priest have so devotedly looked after the 
urn containing the ashes and Netaji's belongings for all these 


years show 


h their great affection and loyalty towards our 
uch devotion ueserves some recognition from us. 


country A 

rrr ithout in any way 'committing ourselves to the identity of 
the. ashes, we could recompense the Priest and the Temple by 
some annual grunt which would not bo for the custody of these 
ashes but us a reward for their long-standing loyalty to India, 
While thus formally the purpose of the grant would be in re- 

t 

cognition of their services to our country, in effect, it would 

aWsta, serve as some sort of compensation for the trouble they 
OL^ XJk* (Jtw a > v ^V 

i v c^n» takin g in looking after t his- tod j a n proporty . ■ 

3* ffUFHif Rs, 5,000 be sufficient for this purpose. 

,c e could, in the first instance, sanction it as a grant for 

and get it renewed every year. , 

\ H 

4. In view of the po 1 1 1 1 cal importan ce- of the, subject, we 4lo 

KxrfNz. * v * 

there would be any difficulty in finding the funds 

for this purpose e shall be grateful if Director (Finance) 

i 

could kindly indicate whether it would be possible for us 
to get some funds from our Ministry or whether we will have 
to approach the Ministry of Finance of Education for such a 
grant# 


( A. K* Paraodaran) 
14.xii.66, 


nir. (Fin* ) . 
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I.Ty dear 

You are probably aware that Prime 
Kinds ter had discussions with the Ambassador, 
while the latter was recently in Delhi, 
regarding the need for an enquiry into the 
circumstances surrounding the death of Shri 
Subash Chandra Bose. 

2. The Prime Kinister has carefully 

considered ‘the matter and has decided that the 
Ambassador should approach the Japanese Govern- 
ment informally and put it to them that, in 
view of a great deal of misapprehension here 
and some mystry surrounding Shri fxibash 
Chandra Bose’s death, we consider it desirable 
to have an enquiry into the circumstances. 
Naturally we can only do this with the appro valj 
and assistance of the Japanese Government. If 
they are agreeable to -this then we shall send 
a small deputation ^ probably consisting of a 
team of three persons who will place themselves 
at the disposal of the Japanese Government and 
conduct an enquiry in Japan in cooperation 

v/ith the Japanese Government. v 'e 'hope that thi 

/ 

Japanese Government will be good enough to 
give them full assistance in this matter. 

-J 

This is all that need be said to the Japanese 
Government at this stage. 

i 

3. V/hile this deputation is in Japan, 

a, member of the Embassy, will have to be asso- 

„ <*3 O- 

ciated with it but he wrt-1 not be member of the 


A 


deputation. 

MFP — 30 t 3iP~t‘07-(M-4U8) -25-lU3-ie0,U00 Ea.it. 
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4. One ot^er important point Jias to be bprne "■ 

« r 

in mind. It is possible that questions my arise 

* 

* 

about the so-called treasure of Shri Subash Chandra 

, •* . V 

Bose. Some of the Indian merchants in J.apan have 

raised this question from time to, time, ' The Prime 

Minister doe s not consider that we should mix up 


this matter with the 1 other enquiry . The team we 

W . 

send would not go into t his q uoctlo n. If any facts 


come to our notice and the Japanese Government helps 

■ \ _ " f ' . 

we may take this up later. 

5. Unfor tunat e ly^ wo we r e unablo to - co n ta ct 

AmT-in sfiaHriT ta —i fi fo rm J h^ m - 1 1 f 1 — t :ha - g-i Rt.~ n f 1 t.hw -nilte 

f 4 . 

rejiarded by the-Pr■i^Be^nbTir5te^ , before he left -for 


. - ?' r kz*i£&ai. 


C alcutta bu t jthe Prime Minister saw the Ambassador 

* •• 
in Xo^° -&nd discussed this whole question with 


t 


him, so he will probably have approached the Japanese 

■ 1 ' \ i ■ 

Government* informally on the above lines. ’ We, would, 

i . , 

.however, be grateful for an early indication of the 

' * * \ * • ‘ ' ./■ - 
■ , * 

Japanese Government's reaction. 


, Yours 


(S.K. ROY) 


Shri A.K. Par, 

■] Empassy of India in Japaft, 
' TOKYO . 
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given to supplement ar-ies ask' 1 ! on jf 
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Short Notice Questions II os. 13 and l 

l 
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siiai kamath 


. f Will the Prim* Minister be 
p^eas**d to r* f ’!r i to his r-nly 


8IIRI 


14 on th« 29th September, 1955 
and state: 

(a) Whether the Govern rn-nt of 
Japan has been approached and 
<mn suited about the necessity and I 
desirability for an inquiry Into 
the circumstances attending the 

I 

alleged death of Netajl Subhas , 
Chandra -Bose ■ and intp th* identity 
of the ashes kept in R-nkoji 
Tempi- near Tokyo; 

(b) Whether an Ind ian Commission 

P 

or a Joint Indo-Japane s e Commission 
has been or dill shortly be 

i 

constituted to conduct the 
aforesaid inquiry' and 
Cc) if so, the personnel o 
comm is s ion and its terms o p 
r a fec mc fl ? 


' n such. 


A , b & c . 

Th* Government of India have 

1 i * 

decided to sepd a team af three 
persons to Jgpan to inquire 'into 
the circumstanc-s of Shr i Subhas 
Chandra Bose's death arrd determine 
whether the ashes k-pt in ‘the 
Renkoji Temple are really the ashes 
of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. Th f 

■ i 

desir- to hold an inquiry has be » 


conveyed to the Japanese Governmt 

r 

t; 

who hav® fully approved the -prop 

\ 

and hav- informed us that they Jill 
b- clad to cooperate in every Jay. 
The composition of the inquiry 

i 

Committee is still under con side rat 
ion but it is proposed to include- 
in it a 'member of' the Bose family. 
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QUESTION FOR TJ1E LOK SABHA 
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-S ;ar red/ Un starred D, No* 

" ' at xx xxx 



Notice wai receded on the 
Notice of admlailan to out oa the 

Ministry to which the day has been all otted 


Toe question will. If admitted. be put down 
for the sitting on the f— 
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, 2974 

12 . 11 . 9 $ 

13.11.99 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
24.11.59 




SHK1 KAMATHt bill the Prims Minister bs 


. . 


pleased to refer to hie reply given to supplementary* 

asked on Short Notice Questions No*. 13 and 14 on the 29th 

] ’ *">■ V-;* • ’* ■ .* J ' > *; *, . y * * , /. 4 " 

September, 1995 end states • 

(a) whether tbs Government of Japan has been 

approached and consulted about the necessity and desirability 


i 


for an Inquiry into the eireumatanees attending the allege 
death of Nstaji Subhas Chandra Boa# and Into the identity 
of the aches kept in Renkoji Tempi# near Tokyo} 

\ , “ P 1 ' M . Tf* * r, . ,* * § 

(b) whether an Indian Commission or a Joint Indo* 

• i ■ r , r ' t 

Japanese Commission has basa or will shortly be constituted 

i 

to conduct the aforesaid Inquiry} and 

(c) If co t the personnel of such Commission and its 


terms of reference ? 
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i/iinistry of external Affairs.; .(| , £A Section) 


inneoiflT 
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£ D.550 o-FS/i/55. 

.4- ^ U ] , . '--'V 

Prime minister 1 has decided that a Committee be appoints 

which would visit Japan and other places - Malaya Saigon,. 'Bongkok 

4 t '^'^^SgSStSl 

etc - to investigate into the correctness of the story about the 

. 

r death of Shri Subhash -Chandra Bose. The Committee would stay in 
Qellii for on= week -prior to their departure ,to. study all the file 
tfroin the year 1%5Uo date, which could be 'helpful to their purp/ 
FnA Section are collecting all relevant fi^es, which are not Top'" 
Secret, NGO Section may kindly collect the Top Secret files add 
put these up to bG (Fh A)/ D3 Uj . 
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The following files about the death of ■ 
Shri Subash Chandlflt Bose are placed below*- 
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1. F.25(4)-NG0 C Volumes I & II), 

2. F.25(13)NG0, & 

3. F.25’14)NG0. 

DS(E) may see and kindly jfc^Sa^whether these NGO files may 
be made available for perusal to the proposed Committee In 
question, DS(Ej 1 s attention is invited to “A” at S1(29A) 
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11^ put-up 


the! 


FEA section may see and kind 

\ ^ htO 0 y collection of files on the subject to DS(K)' 

through NGO. The NGO files have been removed 
A /- the time being. 
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F.o. A. Sect ion 
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AH the files .which we could get .were submitted ' 
to u,S.{H).ou 9. 1*56; Some files , which are not available in* the 

K* '^4$^ & A 7 ^ ?#*.• i * y. ' • ... . . 

Records,, are. being traced. SEA .EAll and i.ur Sections, to whom 
those files, belonged, have been requested to let us .ha ve themV ' 

-1 1 ■ - . - -1 * 1 • ft : r, " 2 RES 589 


•vmi 


Dhe NGO files Nos. 25 (4), (13) & (14) 
ma y kindly see. 

I 

])? t£ 1 s**** A* * 

'l^^f • ( ■ $T* _ A - (a * Air* 


are placed below 
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^ ^/193 & 196. 

V 

Sls( 143A) , ( 146 A) , 
155A), (159 A), 
,221ft), ( 2224 )& 

m 






<V 


^\V 


JL. 
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i, ;:v .( * fpije background of the IMA tre^suTO a^wif as' 
the sum of Rs. 365/10/- is. outlined in Mr. Sathe's note orV: , 
1st November 1951 and the ILM 1 s letter of the 20th October 
1951' at Sl*s(43A) and (40A-B) respectively. 

2.’ The 1 treasure' has been kept in the National Museum, 

The sum of Rs. 265/10/- was transferred by the Embassy of^I^d 
Tokyo, by its remittance to India through Government account^ 
as a special case, and was subsequently passed on to the INft . 
Relief Fund through AICC. The A ICC have given a receipt for’ 
it. 'TLt. m/y ^ -V|!t H) U 







Ministry of External Affairs, 

i i 

I think N.G.O. has some papers about this. 

Sd/- A.J. Kidwai , 

2-7-55. 

r 

Reference above. A resume' of Shri S.A, Ayer's 

r 

Report on aircrash of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, was lai"dt 

Sk 

on the Table of the Lok Sabha for the meeting held on V 

za»C * ;■ 

5th March A 952 'Attention is invited to portions side- 

O - ' . - h - n < .;■< 

lined at slip ' S * ^ur . 

Paras. 2 and 3 of h.o. dated 23-6-54, from our 


< - , i-. 


Ambassador in Tokyo at slip 'J* and Min. 193 at slip 1 '!*' 

— A 


may also please be seen in this connection.' 
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QUESTION FOR THE LOK SABHA 


d.uuuaniuno. 

Notice wgs received on the 

Notice of admission to be seat out on the 

| Ministry to which the day has been allotted 

The question will. If admitted, be put down 
for the sitting on the i— 


3047 
13,5 .56 
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Print 

• SHRI S.C.SAUAHTAi Will ttutftlnlster at b« pleaded 

t < 

* V 

to lUU t 

I 

(*) whether It Is a. fact that the ashes of Betajl Subhas 

Chandra Bose are lying In custody of the priest of Ranke Ji 
tonple In Tokyo since September 1945 j 

(b) If so | whether the Qoverooent of India will taka 

charge of those ashes and erect a suitable menorlalin the 

* 

name of Hotejft) * 

(o) whether any attempt was wade In the natter before f and 

(d) If so t what was the difficulty In the way f 


y o&tft r»- 


G - 0 ■ 


k.v» 










)u 


.G-® 


M 




■ i 


1 


At k 


| 

i 


ft 

UD— 1429 L$— 3-3-5 5^40*000 

Singh/r3.W* 6.56 


/ ' . 


\ t 
\ • 


t 


